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SUBJECT: THE ASSEMBLY CHOOSES A PRIME MINISTER 
REF: (A) BANGKOK 2507, B) BANGKOK 1851 (NOTAL) 

BEGIN SUMMARY: SENI PRAMOT WON THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY VOTE TO 
FORM THE NEXT GOVERNMENT. THE DEMOCRATS, SOCIAL AGRARIANS, 

AND POSSIBLY EVEN THAI NATION SHOULD GET MOST OF THE MINISTERIAL 
PORTFOLIOS. A GOVERNMENT MAY EMERGE BY THE WEEKEND OR 
EARLY NEXT WEEK. UNDER A DEMOCRAT-DOMINATED COALITION, WE 
SEE CONTINUED AND PERHAPS INCREASING PRESSURES AGAINST THE 
U.S. MILITARY PRESENCE, BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT SENI 
WOULD PRESS FOR IRRATIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS. END 
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SUMMARY. 
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1. THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY FEBRUARY 13 HELD A CLOSED SESSION 
WITH OPEN VOTE TO SELECT A PRIME MINISTER. THERE WERE 
THREE NOMINEES. KHUKRIT PRAMOT WITHDREW HIS NAME THEREBY 
NARROWING THE FIELD TO TWO. THE FINAL TALLY WAS 133 FOR 
SENI PRAMOT (DEMOCRAT). 52 FOR CHATCHAI CHUNHAWAN (THAI 
NATION), 38 ABSTENTIONS, AND 46 ABSENTEES. SENI IS THUS 

THE CLEAR CHOICE TO FORM THE NEW GOVERNMENT. 

2. SHORTLY AFTER THE SESSION BROKE UP, AN ASSEMBLYMAN TOLD 
AN EMBASSY POLITICAL ASSISTANT THAT THE REASON FOR THE 
LARGE NUMBER OF ABSENTEES WAS THAT MANY MEMBERS OF 

THE CONSERVATIVE PARTIES REALIZED THAT SENI WOULD WIN, AND 
SAW NO POINT IN ATTENDING THE SESSION. HE EXPLAINED THE 
ABSTENTIONS AS FOLLOWS: THE SOCIALIST PARTY OF THAILAND 
(15 SEATS) WISHED TO RETAIN ITS INDEPENDENCE, AND MOST OF 
THE REST WERE MEMBERS OF SPLINTER PARTIES OPEN TO PURCHASE 
BY WHICHEVER SIDE WAS VICTORIOUS. (COMMENT: THE SECOND 
OBSERVATION MAY BE OVERLY CYNICAL, BUT SHOULD NOT BE 
CAVALIERLY REJECTED.) 

3. THE ASSEMBLYMAN FURTHER SAID THAT THAI NATION LEADERS 
WOULD BE MEETING THE AFTERNOON OF FEBRUARY 13 TO CUT UP 
THE MINISTERIAL PIE WITH THE DEMOCRATS AND SOCIAL AGRARIANS. 
THAI NATION MAY THUS BE BACK IN THE GOVERNMENT FOLD, THOUGH 
WE HAVE NO OTHER SOURCE TO CONFIRM THIS POSSIBILITY. HE 
EXPECTED A NEW GOVERNMENT TO EMERGE BY THE END OF THIS 
WEEK OR EARLY NEXT. 

4. AN INTERESTING SIDESHOW AND POSSIBLE INFLUENCE ON 
THE VOTE WAS THE ARRIVAL OF SOME 300 TO 400 MILITANT 
STUDENTS UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF ACTIVIST POLICE MAJOR 
ANAN SENAKHAN. THEY BORE PLACARDS DEMANDING THE OUSTER OF 
ASSEMBLY SPEAKER PRASIT KANCHANAWAT WHOSE ELECTION BY 
SECRET BALLOT FEBRUARY 6 HAD THE WHIFF OF CONSIDERABLE 
VOTE BUYING (BANGKOK 2507). DURING THE BALLOTING FOR 

PRIME MINISTER, LOCAL AUTHORITIES LOCKED THE STUDENTS UP 
IN THE ASSEMBLY BUILDING, BUT NOT IN THE MEETING HALL, 

ALONG WITH 100 OR SO HANGERS-ON, INCLUDING OUR 
POLITICAL ASSISTANT. AS OF 1300 FEBRUARY 13, SOME 250 
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STUDENTS WERE STILL AT PARLIAMENT DEMANDING TO SEE SOME 
OF THE FEW ASSEMBLYMEN WHO HAD NOT GONE HOME. ALTHOUGH 
ANAN HAD LEFT, THE STUDENTS HAD NOT GIVEN UP ON PRASIT. 

5. COMMENT: PUBLIC AND PRESS INDIGNATION OVER LAST WEEK'S 
SKULLDUGGERY IN THE ASSEMBLY, AND THE PREDICTABILITY OF 
GREATER PUBLIC DISTURBANCES SHOULD THE OLD STYLE POLITICS 
OPENLY CONTINUE, BOTH LED TO TODAY'S DEMOCRAT VICTORY. 
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KHUKRIT PRAMOT SEEMS TO HAVE BEEN THE PIVOTAL FIGURE. HIS 
ELEVENTH HOUR DECISION FOR SENI (REFTEL A) MUST HAVE 
CONVINCED THE CONSERVATIVES THAT THEY COULD NOT MUSTER A 
WORKABLE MAJORITY. AT THIS EARLY STAGE, WE SEE NO NEED 
TO REVISE OUR ANALYSIS OF THE IMPLICATIONS FOR THE UNITED 
STATES OF A DEMOCRAT-DOMINATED COALITION GOVERNMENT 
(REFTEL B). WE CAN WORK WELL WITH SENI. WE SEE 
CONTINUED AND PERHAPS INCREASING PRESSSURES AGAINST THE 
US MILITARY PRESENCE. BUT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT SENI 
WOULD PRESS FOR IRRATIONAL TROOP WITHDRAWALS. 

KINTNER 
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